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2017 Emancipation
proclamation service

BY FRANK DROZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg
Branch of the NAACP
held their yearly Emancipation Proclamation
service and installation
of officers Jan. 1 at Positive Impact Ministries,
where Pastor Kara’lynne
Brubaker tends her
flock.
Past Second Vice
President Corey Givens,
Jr., who offered reflections and read from the
Emancipation Proclamation, said that New Year’s
Eve had a special meaning for African Americans. He asked everyone
to envision Dec. 31,
day
1862—the
before President Abraham Lincoln issued
the Proclamation—that
officially freed all the
slaves in the Union.

“I think about the
name George Washington Wells, my great-great
grandfather,” he said,
“who on that night I can
imagine was sitting
somewhere in Cairo,
Ga., on the Blockhouse
Plantation, the son of a
slave and a slave owner,
and I can imagine him
and his mother praying
to God to be free. I can
see them watching the
clock, waiting for 12 o’clock, when they could
be free.”
Social justice, civil
rights, equality and freedom are not free, he
said, before reading directly from the Emancipation Proclamation.
Executive Committee Member at-large
Poul Hornsleth urged
everyone to sign up for
life memberships to the
NAACP, stating that the

esteemed organization
has an ongoing financial
need.
“You know where the
largest concentration of
NAACP life members
are,” he asked the crowd
rhetorically. “In the obituary pages.”
A lifetime emotional
commitment to the
NAACP is important, but
the $750 life memberships go a long way
in aiding the organization financially. Members can pay it annually
at $75 per year, he noted,
adding that it comes out
to only $6.25 per month.
“It’s 22 cents a day,”
he said. “It’s less than a
penny an hour. How
many people here are
willing to give a penny to
the NAACP?”
The NAACP community meeting is open to
anyone, and even if

you’re not on the board,
you can see the itemized
treasury report and see
for yourself that funds
are not squandered.
Many St. Pete churches
became life members
decades ago when the
fee was only $500, but
the trouble now is that
they
need
those
churches to keep giving.
The NAACP has
since come up with categories of life memberships, where silver life
members who pay $75
annually have the opportunity to become gold
life members, at $150
per year.
“It’s not just investing
your hope,” he said, “but
investing your dollars
that keeps this going.”
In Pastor Robert Vinson’s keynote speech, he
See PROCLAIM, page 7

Yeshitela vs. the mural
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN &
CARLA BRISTOL

ST. PETERSBURG –
The march started
around Fairfield Avenue and 20th Street
South near Frank Peterman’s store some 50
years ago. Once people
of all ages from the
black
community
reached City Hall, they
began
to
make
speeches, protest and
discuss the unacceptable conditions for
African Americans living in St. Pete.
When one elderly
woman got up to speak,
a fire arose in 25-yearold Joe Waller, soon to
become an icon for social justice and change.

Waller, now known
as Omali Yeshitela, recalled December 29,
1966, and began to relive the moment that altered the trajectory of
his purpose and life’s
mission.
“…and the old
woman wanted to
speak. This was our
time. This is who we
were. We gave her the
chance to speak, and
she started talking,”
said Yeshitela last
Thursday at the anniversary celebration.
The elderly woman
began to talk about how
insurance companies
were unfairly taking
money from the black
community.
Yeshitela said in between the split infini-

Omali Yeshitela, chairman of the
African People’s Socialist Party
tives and double negatives coming out of her
mouth, white cops and
reporters began to
laugh at her.
“That incensed me!
So plan or not, I turned

around and went in the
building and snatched
the mural off the wall,”
said Yeshitela, who is
now the Chairman of
See MURAL, page 12

Anita Lewis

BY JEFFERY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
As part of the MLK Day of
Service, the St. Petersburg
Chapter of the Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority will hold a
screening event for the
movie “Hidden Figures”
Friday, Jan. 13 at the Cobb
Luxury 10 Theatre next to
Tyrone Square Mall. It follows with a book giveaway
at MLK Family Fun Day
Jan. 16 at Tropicana Field.
The event will be open
to all young ladies who are
interested in going. Young
women’s groups from local
schools and churches
along with members of
Delta GEMS, the sorority’s
program for young women
in ninth to twelfth grade,
will all be there munching
on popcorn and learning
some history.
Co-chairing the event
along with Rosalyn Connelly, Anita Lewis said that
she saw the upcoming historical film as an opportunity for inspiration to
young,
career-seeking
women.
“Hidden Figures” is
based on a true story of
three black, female mathematicians who worked with
NASA during the 1960s at
the outset of the space race.
They were essentially computers, doing manual calculations and trajectories for
early space flights from
John Glenn’s famous 1962
earth orbit to Apollo 11’s
mission.
“It would be beneficial
for them to see what these
women accomplished and
be inspired by their
achievements,” Lewis said.
The sorority hopes to
inspire some to consider
See INSPIRE, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
African-American workers
Dear Editor,
This new year brings
some degree uncertainty
for some, and for others
celebration. We as African
Americans will reflect on
last year’s victories and
defeats with a sense of
emotional pride that will
inspire most of us to try
harder this year.
Losses such as the
death of Muhammad Ali
(“The Greatest”) and victories like that of women’s
tennis
star
Serena
Williams with her 24th
singles title victory, will
continue to add pages to
African-American history.
Also, with the term expiration of President
Barak Obama, who carried the mantle of president with a grace and
honor never before seen
in modern politics, and
the death of legendary
singer Natalie Cole,
African Americans continue to be the woven in
the fabric of this great nation with unmistakable
clarity.
As we approach another year of celebration
in observance of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King’s
birthday, many residents
are shifting this year’s celebration theme towards a
subject that was important to Dr. King himself,
which was economic
equality, or the Poor People’s Campaign.
Like Dr. King, many
Americans believe that
the
African-American
worker has been denied
respect politically, socially
and economically.
The history of the
African-American worker
can be traced back to the
United States’ slave institution, which used African
men, women and children
as laborers to build economic wealth and prosperity. Since slavery
however, the AfricanAmerican worker has not
matched their white counterparts in acquisition or
compensation in all as-

The Weekly Challenger

REDUCTION

Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for 50 yearly

SPECIAL!

$

RATE

First Class Mail Subscription Cost: 80 yearly
$

Name: __________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________
Phone No: _______________________________________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________________________
New Subscription _______ (or) Renewal ______
Date: _____________ Amount Paid: $________________ Cash ____ Check ____

Comments: ______________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger, P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568

pects of the labor force.
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics
profes(data.bls.gov),
sional African Americans
fall short in compensation
when compared to their
white counterparts, who
in some cases are less
qualified.
With that said, many
residents of south St. Pete
continue to work for little
or no wages, as did their
ancestors before them.
With no economic incentive from local or state
government, local AfricanAmerican residents continue to work menial jobs.
From the taxi driver,
sales clerk, childcare
provider, stock person,
healthcare provider, security, construction, hospitality or sanitation worker
etc., local African Americans who work these positions are living in near
dire circumstances in
comparison to many
white residents who often
supervise or manage
these positions.
Historically, the slave
worked for free or for
food, which is the case for
many local African-American workers today. Free in
the sense, that wages are
garnished to the point of
slave labor in some cases,
while utility bills and
housing forces the 40
hour a week worker to
seek public assistance in
some cases.
In light of MLK Day,
and consistent with Dr.
Kings’ economic aspirations, most local south St.
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Pete workers feel as
though the “Right to
Work” law of Florida has
not benefited the black
workers. In fact, many
residents feel as though
this law undermines the
important contributions of
African-American
the
worker to Florida’s multibillion-dollar economy.
Many residents are
convinced that the unionization of the AfricanAmerican worker would
force employers to pay
local black workers
higher wages and provide
job security. In fact, most
locally elected officials are
aware of the benefits of
unionization
because
most are native to union
states.
However, solutions to
the economic plight of
local African Americans
would contradict the very
dialog of “pity and welfare
reform” used by Mayor
Kriseman’s administration and other local politicians to get black votes.
Nevertheless, in observance of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s birthday,
local African-American
workers will come together in unity (as they do
every year) and march
with hopes for a better tomorrow.
Chico Cromartie
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
I want to invite you out
to our Sunday afternoon
services from 3- 4:30 pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
DD’s in Systematic Theology!
Coming soon also will
be an 8 Week Series titled,
The Holy Spirit/Ghost –
What it is, What it Ain’t and
How to Get it the Bible
Way.
We were warned 2,000
years ago.
What is new from the
pulpit has become more
important than expositional teaching on what
God has written. Because
of this emphasis, many do
not know how to identify
error, nor have a clue on
what to do about it. Because of this lack of conveying doctrine to the
assembly, we also find people that believe they can be
Christian without the confines of doctrine. They like
the moral teaching and
higher ethics Jesus offers,
they will emulate Jesus but
they do not find it necessary to do it by the book.
Jesus becomes their mentor and helps reinforce
their views of what they
think is right in life.
Paul wrote to young
Timothy who was trained
in the Jewish Scriptures
since his youth. 2 Timothy
4:3-5: “For the time will
come when they will not
endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers;
and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables. But
you be watchful in all
things, endure afflictions,
do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
Paul spoke prophetically bout that that “time”
which should be apparent
to all has come. They “will
not endure sound doctrine.” They will NOT put
up with those who teach
correctly. Why? Because
they have a need to scratch
their ears with something
new (like the Greek
philosophers on Mars
Hill). They intentionally
turn from hearing the truth
and appoint teachers that
will speak (scratch) to what
their itch (desire) dictates.
Some in the Church
that have been persuaded
not to sit under sound
Bible teaching that will
awaken them. More pulpit
time is devoted to storytelling, jokes and illustrations (stories- fables and
myths) than the exposition
of the word. The sheep’s
diet consists more of entertainment, with music, skits
and dances with sermons
that are like drinking warm
milk that will only help
them go to sleep.
But didn’t Jesus teach
numerous of stories? Jesus
only started to speak stories and parables because
the nation of Israel rejected
him as the Messiah. He did
not start off his ministry
with stories but with explaining the meaning of the
Scripture from which they
had strayed from. He often
stated “have you not read,”
“it is written,” “For I say to
you,” etc. Once Israel’s
leadership had blasphemed the Holy Spirit
Jesus would almost always
have a parable to accompany His teaching. It was
not a good thing but a judgment in which He hid the
spiritual meaning of the
story from those who did
not have ears to hear and
made it more clear to those
who were following the

truth.
Of course Bible verses
are still used in these sermons (mostly principles),
but these are an added content to a message that is
not based on or out of the
Scripture. This changes
the whole substance of the
message. The more alienated we are to Scripture
teaching of verse upon
verse the more we become
susceptible to trends. We
wait for the newest idea,
the newest method that
will help enhance our spirituality. We are convinced
what worked before does
not work for today. We
need something different,
fresh for our times; the
people, fashions and culture have changed. New
books, new seminars on
the newest concepts. We
are excited thinking where
is God taking the church.
The fact is, it is not God taking us anywhere, He has
been pointing to where He
has always been and where
He wants us to be, in the
WORD.
Paul wrote to Titus, a
Greek convert who he appointed to set elders in the
churches established in
Crete.
“Holding fast the faithful word as he has been
taught, that he may be
able, by sound doctrine,
both to exhort and convict
those who contradict”
(Titus 1:9).
He likewise mentions
in Philippians 2:15-16: “that
you may become blameless and harmless, children
of God without fault in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among
whom you shine as lights
in the world, holding fast
the word of life, so that I
may rejoice in the day of
Christ that I have not run in
vain or labored in vain.”
The Greek word for
holding fast is epecho, it
means to hold upon, i.e. to
retain; to pay attention to.
In Titus 1:9 when Paul
mentions “holding fast the
faithful word” the Greek
word is antechomai – it is
more active and intense, it
means to hold oneself opposite to, or against, hold
back, withstand, to keep
oneself directly opposite to
anyone, hold to him firmly,
cleave to, paying heed to
him (the Lord by His
word).
Holding fast the word
is someone who is Bible
based, sound in his understanding of what the Scripture says and does not say.
He understands what God
has said as God’s word is
living and active today just
as it was when it was spoken or written.
“As he has been
taught” the Greek means
“According to the teaching.” Meaning they received the truth for some
time and are trained up in it.
There are some people that
know the truth, but need
encouragement to continue
in it, others are ignorant
and unintentionally oppose
it. Then there are some
who intentionally align
themselves AGAINST the
truth with full knowledge
they are not esteeming
God’s written word.
Titus is told, “Exhort”
(convict)- who? Those who
contradict the word- the
gainsayers (v.10). They are
to actively refute the objections and defend the truth.
If you are firm in your
belief of the doctrines of
the Christian faith, you can
be relied on to maintain
and defend those doctrines. You can be expected
to withstand those in opposition because you have become familiar and digested
the faithful word.

2 Thess. 2:15: “Therefore, brethren, stand fast,
(holding fast) and hold the
traditions which ye have
been taught, whether by
word, or our epistle.” Hold
or stand fast is the Greek
word steko, a perfect tense
meaning to be stationary,
to persevere: in other
words we are not to be
moved. Those who continue in sound doctrine
have not moved from what
they were taught, it is those
who do not teach sound
doctrine that have moved
from where they once
were.
ConvinceGreek
(elengchein) “convict.” We
are to both exhort and to
convince those who contradict. To persuade them and
bring them over to God’s
correct view by using kind
exhortation, and by instruction that will convince
them they are wrong and
this is what is meant. We
convince by the truth and
we know they are of us if
they are willing to hear and
seek the truth. However, if
they do not listen and are
contentious then we must
take the next step.
By “Sound” doctrine
(Greek: hugiaino) means
healthy, like the saying,
“sound advice,” to be uncorrupt (true in doctrine).
A church becomes unhealthy not because the
gifts are not being used but
because of no sound doctrine being consistently
taught. This is our problem
today. To be healthy means
we are growing to maturity,
we are growing in love, in
grace, not being dysfunctional. If you are sound in
doctrine the gifts will flow
out correctly. When we see
people have an unbalanced
obsession with healing,
miracles and rigorously
pursue experiences it is because they have not been
taught sound doctrine.
They have neglected to
train themselves in godliness that sound doctrine
produces.
“The Faithful word” are
the true doctrines. This
means that we are to hold
this, in opposition to those
who would wrest it away,
and in opposition to all false
teachers we would encounter.
Titus 1:10 “For there
are many insubordinate,
both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of
the circumcision” Paul
calls them unruly- rebellious people, deceivers.
These are those that do not
receive the sound doctrine,
and are not willing to submit to the authority of
Scripture. They are ruled
by their own opinions, not
Christ.
The fundamentals doctrines are simple and plain.
These are the ABC’s of
Christianity; the 1-2-3’s of
math. These are the things
we use daily in our lives,
and to witness to others.
But there are some deep
things that are for our personal spiritual growth (that
would be like algebra),
these we may never use in
speaking to others. Notice
that even Peter says of
Paul’s writings that some
things are hard to understand. Not everything is
simple. Yet Peter cautions
us to not be removed and
deceived by wicked men
who have become teachers
that do not understand
these things in Scripture.
Before I do I want to
give you a few warm up
scriptures that will help to
bring this key one to light.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PERFORMANCE REVIEW AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
January 17, 2017
Pinellas County is in the process of developing its Annual Action Plan for FY 2017-2018 for the Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) Programs.
A joint public hearing is being held with the City of Largo to obtain citizens’ views on housing and community development needs, and on review of 2015-2016 program performance for the County and the
City’s CDBG, ESG, and HOME Programs. The public hearing will be held on Tuesday, January 17, 2017,
at 6:00, p.m. in the Development Review Services and Building Departments’ Conference Room, 1st Floor,
440 Court Street, Clearwater.
The County CDBG Program Area includes all unincorporated areas and the municipalities of Belleair,
Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Dunedin, Gulfport, Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, Kenneth City,
Madeira Beach, North Redington Beach, Oldsmar, Pinellas Park, Redington Beach, Redington Shores,
Safety Harbor, St. Pete Beach, Seminole, South Pasadena, Tarpon Springs and Treasure Island. The HOME
Investment Partnership Program Area includes the above plus the City of Largo. The ESG Program Area
is all of Pinellas County except the City of St. Petersburg (which also receives ESG funds). The City of
Largo CDBG Program Area includes areas within the municipal boundaries of the City of Largo.
Persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at these hearings, they will need a
record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled at no cost to you to the provision of certain assistance. If you need assistance, please
contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Ft. Harrison Avenue, #500, Clearwater FL 33756, 727464-4062 (V/TDD).
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Learning doesn’t stop for
Lakewood Elementary students

Lakewood Elementary gets
in the spirit of Dr. King

BY DEMORRIS A. LEE

BY FRANK DROUZAS

Contributor

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
As the buzzer sounds to
end the regular school
day, it’s often the start of
extended learning for
Lakewood Elementary
students. At 3:35 p.m., the
students head to the cafeteria where dinner is
served. They then go to
one of the learning programs that are offered at
the school to help enhance reading and math
skills, work on homework
and engage in other enrichment opportunities.
Johnnie
Principal
Crawford said having the
extended-day learning
programs are beneficial.
“They are very important for those students who have a
deficiency because the
programs help them
grow to become proficient,” Crawford said.
“The programs are also
helpful to students who
can participate in enrichment opportunities to enhance their learning.”
One such program is
21st Century iClass afterschool program. With
this program, students
are provided tutorial
services and academic
enrichment
activities,
youth development activities, drug, health and fitness programs. Students
are also exposed to technology education, art,
music, STEM and robotics programs.
“We get as much
homework done while
they are here at school
where they can get the

ST. PETERSBURG —
Lakewood
Elementary
School will launch its MLK
Day of Service a week
early by beginning its Bullying Awareness Week
starting Jan. 9. The goal is
to teach the students, parents, staff and community
members about bullying
and ways to reduce bullying incidents.
Teachers will emphasize the importance of
recognizing and understanding that bullying
negatively affects a diverse group of people regardless of race, gender
or age. The ultimate aim
is to create a safe school
environment that includes
parental involvement.
Cedric Ferrell, a paraprofessional at Lakewood,
explained that to get in the
spirit of the upcoming holiday, on Jan. 9 parents, students and staff members
will participate in the “Stop
Bullying March to School”
by marching from a
nearby park to the school
in what Ferrell calls a “mini
MLK march, a bullying
awareness march,” to kick
things off.
The main event will be
held Tuesday, Jan. 10 and
will feature the “Stop Bul-

April Ash, a second grade
teacher at Lakewood Elementary,
works with students in the 21st
Century iClass after school program.
support that they need,”
said April Ash, a second
grade teacher at Lakewood Elementary and an
iClass teacher. “The students still have access to
computers and other
tools that they may need
and it’s a safe learning environment for them.”
Jennifer Daley, an Exceptional Student Education (ESE) teacher at
Lakewood, is the Promise Time program facilitator.
Promise
Time
provides a structured,
safe and enriching academic opportunity for
students after school. It
promotes acceleration,
achievement and academic
performance.
Like 21st Century iClass,
the program is led by certified Pinellas County
Schools teachers. A webbased computer program
is used to improve math
and reading skills.
“You are meeting students where they are academically and building a
foundation in reading and
math,” Daley said of

Promise Time. There
are about 120 kindergarten through fifthgrade
students
participating in Promise
Time.
Another afterschool
program at Lakewood Elementary is the University of Florida’s Winning
Inning Boost, which focuses on reading fluency
and targets third, fourth
and fifth graders. Moving
at their own pace with the
help of volunteers, students work to increase
their reading, writing,
spelling and comprehension skills.
Picking up her nieces
who participate in Promise Time one evening,
Kanithra Mercer said the
programs add value to
the school’s learning environment.
“They are very important because the programs help students who
may be falling behind,”
Mercer said. “And if they
need additional support,
they can get it right here
at the school.”

lying
Spoken
Word
Show, which will include a
theater group performance by students. Local
celebrity Corey Thornton
will host the spoken word
show and give a motivational message. The day’s
events will also include an
educational 45-minte performance titled “Bullyproof, the Musical.”
Experts and guest
speakers will discuss bullying of all sorts, including
cyber bullying, Ferrell
said, and refreshments
such as pizza, popcorn and
cotton candy will be
served.
On Martin Luther King
Jr. Day at 8:30 a.m., volunteers will collect canned
goods and pass out bullying awareness brochures
at nearby Munch’s Sundries & Restaurant from
8:30 to 10 a.m. Members of
the Girlfriends of Pinellas
Program and The 5,000
Role Models Program will
count and box donated
food items, which will then
be given to charity.
“We reached out to the
St. Petersburg Free Clinic
to coordinate the canned
food drive,” Ferrell explained.
Lakewood has also obtained books on the topic
of bullying from which the
teachers will be able to

Nelson
Sparrow,
member of
the 5,000 Role Models
Program.
read aloud.
“At Lakewood we have
morning meetings where
for about 15 minutes the
teacher talks about different topics,” Ferrell said,
who has been at the school
for just over two years. “So
for that week we’re going
to talk about bullying.”
He added that bullying
is a topic that every school
in America is dealing with,
and Lakewood is one
school that is being proactive in addressing the
issue.

C onneCt W ith U s !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New reading room for Sanderlin Center
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The James B. Sanderlin
Center Library is set to receive some much needed
revitalization from the
Suncoast Chapter of Jack
and Jill of America, Inc.
Consisting of a group of
mothers and volunteers,
Jack and Jill is committed
to developing leadership
qualities in children
through purposeful programming and enrichment activities.
Darrelle Larondos is
the chapter’s treasurer
and volunteers her time to
give back to local youth
through tutoring at the
center. During her time
helping out she realized
updates were needed in
the reading room of the
center.
Larondos noticed kids
from the afterschool program, which touches the
lives of approximately 200
children, weren’t taking
advantage of the room
and wanted to encourage
kids to read more. So she

applied for the MLK Day
of Service grant and was
pleasantly surprised to be
awarded thousands to
create a comfortable and
inviting place for local
children to gather.
“I just think that reading is extremely important,” said Larondos, who
is attempting to create an
environment that will
stimulate creativity in the
youth that frequent the afterschool program and
motivate them to want to
browse for books and utilize the room to read.
Most of the kids that
frequent the center and
receive services there attend schools identified as
nonperforming. Although
students are exposed to
technology and required
reading during school
hours, Larondos who is a
parent herself, knows the
need for the classroom to
extend into homes and afterschool facilities.
“You have to be able to
read to make it and sometimes those resources
aren’t available in the
home, so the idea was to

provide them with materials outside of the class setting that can help them
improve and to make
reading just a little more
enjoyable,” she said.
So the Suncoast Chapter Jack and Jill ordered
new furniture such as tables and chairs, along
with beanbags and bookcases. The room will get a
fresh coat of paint and inspirational messages are
set to don the walls. Decal
letters were ordered and
quotes from Dr. Seuss will
be strategically placed in
view so that children can
get inspired to read instead of relying solely on
computers and video
games for entertainment.
“I think Dr. Seuss is a
good motivator in terms
of reading,” said Larondos.
She hopes that by
reading some of his famous quotes, such as
“Oh, the Places You’ll
Go!” and “The more you
read the more you know”
that the message of continual reading will resonate with them.

“The more positive images that you can have in
a child’s face, it starts to
sink in.”
A standing Dr. Seuss
will also be on hand to
brighten the room.
Larondos works to
help homeless families
that live in shelters or motels find stable homes and
provide them with case
management so that they
can be in a better situation
after going through the
county’s assistance program.
After 16 years working
for the betterment of the
community and juveniles
in the delinquent system,
she notices the small
things that could make a
big difference.
“I think when it’s all
said and done, the kids
will really enjoy going in
that room,” said Larondos.
Since the majority of
the grant went to supplies
such as paint, furniture
and the like, the Suncoast
Chapter of Jack and Jill is
planning to ask its mom
members
to
donate
books. Any donations of

books or money for
books from community
organizations or businesses would also be accepted
and
greatly
appreciated.
“It goes fast,” she said
speaking
about
the
money.
The center has a computer lab in one of its
many rooms, so the need
is to add as much reading
material as possible to entice kids to pick up a
book.
“Trying to make it
cozy,” she said. “They
have books, but a lot of
that stuff is dated.”
Jack and Jill’s goal is to
not just do a day of service, but to maintain it
throughout the year.
“This is not just a one
day project for us,” she
said. “It’s something that
we will continue to work
with and focus on.”
The local chapter of
Jack and Jill touches the
lives of some 33 families
daily. By focusing on children aged 2-19, the organization understands how
to improve the quality of

Darrelle
Larondos
life for children so that
they may have the opportunity to embark on a positive life journey.
About 20-30 people
have participated in some
way to get the project
going, but volunteers are
always welcome. Plans to
clear out, prep and paint
the room are set for this
Saturday at the Sanderlin
Center from 10-2 p.m.,
and the new items will be
brought in on MLK Day,
Jan. 16 from 1– 4 p.m.
Those interested in
helping out in volunteering or donations can email
Darrelle Larondos at
or
scjj.ct@gmail.com
Cheryl
Bradbury
scjj.pres@gmail.com.

your spirit and soothe your
soul.
Our format will also include sports, weather, interviews and talk radio
(“What’s on Your Mind”). A
request line will also be
available to all listeners to
call in and request a song.
We will also be soothing
your evenings with smooth
instrumental jazz from top
jazz artist, such as Ben
Tankard, Kirk Whalum,

Boney
James,
Euge
Groove, Najee, David Sanborn, Rick Braun and many
more. Jazzpiration hour
will be hosted by myself
and aired Monday through
Friday from 7-9 p.m.
If you are celebrating a
birthday or anniversary,
submit a post card with
your information and we
will send a shout out to you
to help you celebrate your
special day.

Tune in every Monday
through Friday from 8 to
noon for “Undignified
Praise and Worship,” from
and 7-9 p.m. to Jazzpiration,
on 1590 am and 96.5 FM
WRXB.
Please call a friend,
neighbor and family members to let them know we
are back and strong as
ever!
I’d like to take this time
to thank you, our valuable

listeners, for your support
and prayers. I look forward
to serving you.

We are back!
BY RICHARD C. GUESS
WRXB

Hello Tampa Bay!
What a pleasure to announce the rebirth of
WRXB 1590 AM and 96.5
FM radio on your dial.
WRXB will be launching its new format with a
5000-watt transmitter and a
FM signal 96.5 that will
cover the Tampa Bay community. Cities in the listening area include Fort Mead,

Lakeland, Sarasota, Palmetto, Brandon, Bradenton, Bartow, Clearwater,
Tampa Wimauma, Plant
City, Tarpon Springs,
Largo, Spring Hill and of
course St. Petersburg.
I will serve as the host
of “Undignified Praise and
Worship,” giving you the
best in inspirational, traditional, contemporary, quartet, stellar, award-winning
gospel music that will lift
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Kwanzaa 2017 expands community
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Kwanzaa 2017 will be remembered for the youth
stepping up, the full embrace of the Islamic community and of Tampa
entering into the festival
of the harvest.
If there were complete
silence, one could almost
hear the jovial laughter of
Dr. Maulana Karenga,
who established Kwanzaa

in 1966 after the devastation of the Watts Riots in
Los Angeles as a way to
reunite and rebuild the
community. He sees
Kwanzaa as the cultural
answer to uniting a community torn apart by the
social anguish of bigotry
and oppression.
Kwanzaa is celebrated
for seven days immediately after Christmas
across North American.
Each day of Kwanzaa represents community build-

ing principle that can impact a family as well as a
whole nation if practiced
with diligence.
The Seven Principles
of Kwanzaa are Umoja
(Unity),
Kujichagulia
(Self-Deter mination),
Ujima (Collective Work
and Responsibility), Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics), Nia (Purpose),
Kuumba (Creativity) and
Imani (Faith).
The
culminating
Kwanzaa celebration at

the Enoch Davis Community Center last Sunday
celebrated Kuumba and
Imani. Brother Kiambu
presided gracefully over
the last day of the weeklong festival.
He introduced the parade of youth who shared
their talent with the community. Saidah King is a
fashion designer, and she
shared her stirring gift of
song with an operatic
voice that stunned everyone in the auditorium.

Aaliyah Buchanan shared
her gift of dance as she
has begun to prepare to
go off to college in the fall
of 2017.
On the last night of the
celebration, a large number of youth participated
in the program.
At one point, youth
made up about 25 to 30
percent of the participants, while an influx of
younger parents, both
men and women, attended.

This year there were
two additional communities included into the festival of the harvest. The
Islamic Center hosted the
principle of Nia last Friday, Dec. 30, where the
parking lot was filled to
capacity, and there was a
pilgrimage to Tampa to
celebrate Kuumba on
New Year’s Eve.
Carla Bristol contributed to the photos.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A call for unity in our community
PROCLAIM, from front page

stressed the importance
of unity within the
African-American community if we are to overcome the obstacles of
daily life.
“Unity is something
that you need to strive
for,” Vinson said, offering
the Trinity as the ultimate
model of getting along
and working together.
Unity sometimes has
been based upon what we
call earthly associations,
he said, but it has nothing
to do with people wearing
the same color, being a
part of the same organization or even coming from
the same neighborhood,
he said.
“Unity is only given to
you by God,” Vinson remarked. “Unity is spiritual.”
He went on to postulate on the differences between the community of
decades ago and the ap-

underscored. “So replacing people in the classrooms who not only don’t
understand, but they’re so
frustrated that they start to
hate who they’re supposed
to be loving. And that has
nothing to do with color
because black teachers
are getting just as frustrated as white teachers
are. And white teachers
are getting just as frustrated as Asian teachers
are.”
In her closing remarks, St. Pete branch
NAACP president Maria
L. Scruggs stressed the
importance eliminating
the social and economic
injustices that continue to
“plague this community.”
“It takes all kinds,” she
said, “it takes all denominations, it takes all races
and ages to do the work
that is at hand.”

parent lack of unity
in today’s community.
Back then you might not
have had a two-parent
household, he said, but
you had a community that
was unified. These days
there is a “double issue”
of a broken community
and broken households.
“There has to be a
spiritual movement in the
community and in the
household,” the senior
pastor of Faith Memorial
Baptist Church said.
Vinson lamented that
many are playing the
“blame game” these days,
with parents, teachers, administrators and students
all pointing fingers at one
another, even though it is
crucial that they all get
along.
“The reality is that you
cannot love what you hate
and you can’t tolerate what
you don’t understand,” he

The Alumni Singers provided spiritual entertainment.

Pastor Kara’lynne Brubaker

April & Poul Hornsleth

Corey Givens, Jr.

W e e ncourage L etters

to the

e ditor

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: 727-894-1734

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1
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Delta Sigma Theta Sorority hosts screening event
INSPIRE from front page

looking at careers in
STEM — Science, Technology,
Engineering,
Mathematics — related
field as adults.
Other groups of
young women from organizations such as Caring for Girls Academy
Inc., National Council for
Negro Women and Maximo Elementary School
will attend. The attendance, Lewis said, is expected to be around 100
young women.
The event includes
three speakers before the
movie presentation to
talk about their STEM careers.
One of the speakers
will be Delta Sigma Theta
alum Dr. Erin Connelly,
who works as a pediatrician in West Palm Beach.
Connelly plans to speak
about her journey of entering the medical field
and how it parallels the
movie.
Connelly’s message
will be about working
hard to reach your goals
even when faced with opposition.
“You can achieve
what is unachievable,”
Connelly said. “If everyone can do it, so can you.”
In history, the “Hidden Figures” trio of
Katherine Johnson, Mary
Jackson and Dorothy
Vaughn had to face workplace racism and sexism,
but their works came
through to help NASA
succeed.
Years later, Johnson

received a 2015 Medal of
Freedom by President
Barack Obama, and was
the second woman commemorated by NASA for
her contributions.
“Empire’s” Taraji P.
Henson, the “Help’s” Octavia Spencer and singing
sensation Janelle Monáe
are the main protagonists
along with Kevin Costner
as a NASA scientist. It
has received positive reviews from critics for its
uplifting, crowd-pleasing
account of an overlooked,
but essential part of
NASA history.
The screening starts
at 6:30 p.m. Cobb Luxury
10, located at 2998 Tyrone Blvd N, at the northwest corner of Tyrone
Square Mall. The event
will get the red carpet
treatment and will include candid photos.
The sorority will also
participate in the MLK
Family Fun Festival at
Tropicana Field after the
MLK Dream Big Parade
Jan. 16. Starting at 2:30
p.m., the fun day will include vendors, entertainment and Day of Service
projects.
Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority is a private,
worldwide non-profit organization that helps assist local communities.
The group made up of
college-educated women
is active in public services, academic excellence
and economic development. They have participated in MLK Day of

One day
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

The sorority will
distribute free
handouts of
“Hidden Figures”
young reader’s edition
at the screening.
Service for three years
with such projects as the
2015 Real Girls Rock
workshops.
The project is part of
Delta Sigma Theta’s Educational Development
program for Delta GEMS
students. GEMS (Growing Empower Myself Successfully) is offered to
young women after graduating Delta Academy,
which mentors fifth and
eighth grade girls.
The programs, Lewis
said, is a guide for future
college and career plans
with activities and academic scholarships.
Delta’s main goal is to
empower and inspire
them to become future
leaders.
“Our purpose is to
bring awareness, inform
and educate young
women in being the best
they can be,” Lewis concluded.

ST. PETERSBURG —
One day her complete story
will be told in a number one
best-selling book, but only
Jiana Johnson knows what
that story will be. There is
so much to the Jiana tale
and one can only begin with
the cookie charming face
and the candy smile that
garners commendations as
she enters the room.
The impudence in her
analytical reasoning brings
both caution and appreciation in her worldviews at
such a tender age. She truly
has a story to tell.
Born in Los Angeles,
Jiana moved to St. Petersburg at the age of two with
her mom and two older siblings. On the days when her
mom would go to work, her
brother and sister would
pretend to be news reporters.
“I believe that kind of
takes part in all that I want
to do now, because watching them when I was
younger has definitely given
me the drive to become a
journalist and spread my
ideas to others,” Jiana said
about her oldest memories.
Unlike others who may
value materialistic things,
she says that having quality
clothing is nice, but it’s not
something to brag about.
“It isn’t so much about
the fortune and jewelry to
me,” she said. “I believe
that as a character you
should be able to love yourself and not have to claim

material for self-reassurance. At the end of the day,
all you have is yourself because you are your biggest
commitment.”
Jiana said her biggest
supporter and friend is her
mother, Jeanette Johnson.
Their relationship is filled
with encouragement, correction, inspiration, instruction and friendship.
“Jiana is a special young
lady and I’m so proud of
her,” said Johnson. “It’s difficult to put into words just
who she is. [She’s] very caring and driven to do well. I
sometimes wonder if she
takes on too much, but she
continues to strive. She
wants to make an impact.”
Despite the early mornings that were risked in
order to put Jiana in specific
programs, they both look
out for each other and do
whatever is necessary to
help her reach the ultimate
goal: being a best-selling author.
“When I published my
first book, I was 12,” stated
Jiana. “Since then it has
been nothing but a stepping
stone to show people what
I’m made of. I also do this
because I just love writing.
As long as you do what you
love, then everything will
follow soon behind.”
Jiana is a junior copy editor for Spartan News Network at Lakewood High
School. She aspires to be an
environmental photographer and published author.
While managing to be on
the honor roll since freshman year, she continues to

Jiana Johnson
participate in a plethora of
afterschool activities including volleyball, tennis and
soccer.
Her higher education
plans? She would like to attend either University of
South Florida or Ringling
College of Art and Design.
Working as an intern at a
publishing company or in a
BuzzFeed are her dream
jobs while in college.
“BuzzFeed to me is a
group of colleagues who get
together in a positive environment in order to equally
share their ideas and make
a difference, which is something I want to do,” Jiana remarked.
Speaking publicly is
something that she is also
learning to do, along with
her natural born way of engaging in conversation with
others.
“My goal is to change
someone’s life at least once
a day,” said Jiana. “Whether
it be paying for the car behind me in the drive thru or
helping someone with their
groceries, everything you
put into the world is what
you get back.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

(Childs Park Rec. Center)
Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850
@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Sunday
Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

Mission Statement

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Your church ad
could be here

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
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CHURCH NEWS
First Mt. Zion MBC

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for January 2017
Jan 16
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day-

Church Office Closed
Jan 17
Church
Outing: True Light Missionary Baptist Church-7:00 p.m.
Celebrating
Pastor
and
Church’s 23rd Anniversary
Jan 25-27
Congress
No. 2 –Host Church TBA
Jan 29
Mission
Emphasis and Operation Love
(Church Visitation to Sick and
Shut-in Members)
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public

are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
INVITATION TO THE
CHURCH WHERE WE
KNOW “IT'S JUST NICE
TO BE NICE” - COME TO
THE SHIP AND SEE FOR
YOURSELF - Need a place
to call home, we're not perfect, all of us have sinned and
fallen short, you can come
here just as you are, seeking
a Word from the Lord, great
Teaching (Wednesday In
The Word, Noon Day and at
7:00 pm, Also Youth Enrichment, alittle something full of
Fun and Spiritual designed
just for the children and
Preaching is what you desire,
well,
look
no
further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”,
will hold
their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
and the Official Board stand
ready to WELCOME YOU.
January at the Ship
3nd Annual Memorial
Service Third Sunday, Jan.

15 at the 10:45 am Worship
Service
“GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN”
All Family and Friends
are Cordially Invited to attend this Tribute for your
Love One who went from
Labor to Reward in 2016.
Lovingly hosted by the
Pastor, Deaconess, Deacons
1st QUARTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, JANUARY
21, 2017 - 10:00 AM – All
Leadership are expected to
be in Attendance
WINTER CHURCH REVIVAL
JANUARY 23, 24, AND
25, 2017 AT 7:00 PM
NIGHTLY
BISHOP LEWIS SHERMAN, REVIVALIST
“A NEW YEAR AND
NO FEAR” - 2ND TIMOTHY 1:7
POST
ANNUAL
CHURCH CALL MEETING
JAN. 27 AT 7:00 PM
FIFTH
SUNDAY
SCHEDULE
January 29, 2017 - 8:00

am – Church School – 8:45
am – Worship Service and
Installation of Officers
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW
“LIVE
STREAMING”: Visit Our
Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit
West Coast Baptist District Association Website:
w w w. e x p e r i c e n c e t h e coast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.
"REMEMBER
AND
PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND
WOMEN IN UNIFORM AS
WELL AS OUR VETERANS
THIS NEW YEARS"

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Church Sponsors a Theatre Party?
We are made in the image and likeness of
God. Each of us are unique expressions of the
Divine; therefore, God has given each of us
gifts, talents, skills and abilities. The more that
we are aware of the truth that we are all God’s
children, the more that we discover the gifts
that our Heavenly Father has given us.
Our gifts are to be discovered, cultivated
and celebrated. We discover our gifts through
exposure to diverse environments and through
various life experiences. Once our gifts are discovered, we cultivate our gifts through education both theory and practice. We celebrate our
gifts through the investment of our time and
our money.

For several years, Unity of Midtown has
sponsored a Theatre Party in collaboration
with American Stage. In celebration of the gifts
of writing, acting, sound, lighting, costume design, etc., we bring people together to eat, fellowship and experience the final dress
rehearsal for one of the August Wilson plays.
Joe Turner’s Come and Gone is the final play
in the Wilson series.
No matter the setting (inside the church or
outside the church) whenever we utilize and
celebrate our God-given gifts, God is glorified.
We invite you to be a part of this celebration of
artistic gifts on Tuesday, January 17 at 5:30 pm
for the reception and 7 pm for the play.

“Let the elders that rule
well be counted worthy of
double honour, they who
labour especially in the word
and doctrine.” 1st Timothy 5:17
All are invited to attend
an Appreciation Banquet, celebrating 25 years of service

for Pastor Wallace and Sister
Mae Elliott. Sponsored by
the Unity Choir and the
Unity Day Committee, this
joyous event will take place
on Saturday, Jan. 14 from 6 –
9 p.m. at the Childs Park
YMCA, 691 43rd St. S.

Tickets are $30 (adults)
and $10 (children) and may
also be purchased at the
door. For additional information, please contact (727)
565-6873. Thank you in advance for your support.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
50th anniversary of racist mural being removed
MURAL, from front page

the African People’s Socialist Party.
Seventeen-year-old
Wall
followed
Jody
Yeshitela into City Hall
and watched him tear
down the racist propaganda.
“This lovely white
woman, who was a city
clerk, was standing up on
the stairwell and very eloquently said, ‘You black
And
we
bastards!’
marched out of City Hall
with that mural.”
The mural depicted
caricatures of black people playing music on the
beach for white revelers
in a despicable, derogatory manner.
Fighting
alongside
Yeshitela and Wall for jus-

tice and decency that day
were
John
Bryant,
Lemuel Green, Tommy
Williams and Crawford
Jones. The young members of the Student NonViolent
Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) attempted to elude the police, but Yeshitela was
eventually stopped and arrested.
For that bold act in defense of black dignity,
Yeshitela was sentenced
to five years on multiple
felony
charges
and
served two and a half
years in prison.
Yeshitela was joined at
the 50th anniversary celebration last week held at
the Uhuru House on 18th
Avenue South by fellow

justice seeker and longtime friend John Bryant.
Although the City Hall
Stairwell Mural Project
Committee has reached
out to Yeshitela on numerous occasions to become
a part of the discussion
for the current $50,000
mural replacement project since the middle of the
year, he has not responded favorably.
“What the city is attempting to do now is to
replace the mural that was
there with an image that
subsequently
presupposes that things have
gotten so much better for
African people in this city.
We say that’s a lie.”
As the celebration was
winding down, correspon-

dent for 99 JAMS Carla
Bristol spoke with several
people from the community as they left the event
to get their feedback.
Business owner Gwen
Fields was surprised
about what actually happened and how. She had
no idea the tearing down
of the mural was not
planned.
Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes
of Bethel Community
Baptist Church was impressed how millennials
are stepping up to the
plate to tackle complex
community issues.
“I also learned about
how the young people
here in the Uhuru Movement are taking these
struggles on in a personal

way and demonstrating
that this movement and
those of the future are
being placed in good
hands.”
Brother Brad Mohammad felt that one must be
relentless in fighting for
what one feels is just.
“I received a lot of history that I never knew
about the struggle we’ve
been in for so long, for
over 50 years,” Mohammad said.
He commented on
how
he
admires
Yeshatela’s
relentless
fight for the freedom of
black people by showing
that if African Americans
“do not fight for something, they will fall for anything.”

At the end of the day,
community success results in partnerships even
if they may feel a bit uncomfortable at first.
Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter echoes that approach in her feedback.
“I do agree with him
that we as African Americans we need to come together and work together.
It’s not about me, you,
Omali, it’s about all of the
people. We may not agree
on everything, but we’ve
got to make that effort.
And I think that begins
with us starting to listen
to one another.”
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

GET INVOLVED!

Volunteer
Volunteer to
to serve
serve in
in aa local
local project
project on
on
MLK
MLK Day
Day of
of Service
Service January
January 16,
16, 2017
2017

MLK Day of Service A DAy ON, NOT A DAy Off
cONGrATuLATIONS TO ThE MLK DAy Of SErVIcE AwArD rEcIpIENTS
5000 Role Models of Gibbs High School
and Melrose Elementary
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
- Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter
Anointed Word Fellowship
Association of Naval Services Officers (ANSO)
BETHEL AME HUMAN SERVICES AND
EDUCATION FOUNDATION, INC.
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church Young
Lions and Daughters of Imani
Caring For Girls Academy Inc.
CASA (Community Action Stops Abuse, Inc.)
Christ Gospel Church of St. Petersburg, Inc.
Churches United for a Healthy Congregation
- A program of the James B. Sanderlin NFC
Community EFX, Inc.
Cross and Anvil Human Services, Inc.
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
(St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter)
Dyvine Appointments Salon and
Hair Loss Clinic
Eta Rho Educational Services /
Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Everyday Hero Project
Excellerated Youth
Faith House Florida, Inc.
Florida A&M University College
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
Florida Dream Center, Inc
Fred G. Minnis Sr. Bar Association
Garden Florida

Girlfriends and 5000 Role Models
of Pinellas Park Middle School
Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County
Hair By Ahsile LLC
Happy Worker's Learning Center Inc.
Healthy Start at Johns Hopkins All Children's
HIV/AIDS ACTION COMMITTEE
Inspirational Ties
K-H Edutainment
Lakewood Elementary School
Lawson Funeral Home- COLORS
Love the Golden Rule, Inc.
Melrose Elementary School Girlfriends &
5000 Role Models
Meraki Beauti
Mercy Keepers, Inc.
Midtown Celebrity Club, Inc.
Mt. Moriah Christian Fundamental Academy
Mt. Zion Human Services program,
Sistahs Surviving Breast Cancer
My Daughter's Keeper of Tampa Bay, Inc.
New Direction Career Services, Inc
NEW EXPRESSIONS GOING FORWARD, INC.
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Parent Support for Education Council, Inc
Phoenix UPLIFT (Uplifting People
Living in Fire Tragedy)
Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc.
SCLC OF PINELLAS

Learn more
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService

Sistahs of Compassion Supporting
Cancer Survivors Inc.
Sofia Forte's Catering
Sparkly Clean Services, Inc.
Spirit of Tampa Bay Community Choir
St. Petersburg Police Athletic League
St. Petersburg Pregnancy Center /The Next
STEPP Center
Suncoast Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc.
Swiyyah Productions Inc.
Tampa Bay Living Green/ Sustainable Urban
Agriculture Coalition (SUAC)
Tampa Metropolitan Area YMCA
The Clinic at 721, Inc.
The Deuces Live, Inc.
The Gathering of Women , Inc.
The Links, Incorporated,
St. Petersburg (FL) Chapter
The Local Food Project/Local Food Park, Inc.
The Red Tent Women's Initiative
Triumph Learning Center, LLC
Unitarian Universalist Church of St. Petersburg
-UU’s Helping People Homeless Ministry
Venture House, a program of
Bright Community Trust Inc
WestCare GulfCoast Florida, Inc.
Williams Park Partnership
Workforce Solutions of Tampa Bay, Inc.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Incorporated
- Zeta Gamma Zeta Chapter

